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College/University Selection: Fit Over Fame = Student Success

Tips: 
1. Think about the important factors you want your university to have.  
2. After everything is completed, cross out the colleges that do not have what you are looking for. 
3. On a scale of 1-10 (10 being the best), rate each section in the red box based on how well it fits your unique needs. 
4. Repeat this process as many times as you need to narrow down your search.

                                             Colleges/Universities (Fill in the names of institutions that interest you below)
	Name Your Institution
	1. 
	2.
	3.

	Majors of Study: Which majors are offered to help you achieve your goal? 
	

	

	


	Acceptance Rate: What is the acceptance rate of this college? 
	

	

	


	Class Size: What is the average class size of the college? 
	

	

	


	College Population: Is the college a large, medium, or small institution?
	

	

	


	Tuition Cost: On average, what is the cost of tuition & fees?
	

	

	


	Cost of Living: On average, what is the cost of room & board?
	

	

	


	Distance From Home: How far is the college from home? 
(for commuters)
	

	

	


	Scholarships: What types of scholarships does the college offer?
	

	

	


	Graduation Rates: What is the average graduation rate of this college? 
	

	

	


	Co-curricular Activities: Does the college offer internships, study abroad, clubs & organizations, service-learning opportunities?
	

	

	


	Career Services and Alumni: What career services does the college offer? How strong is their alumni network? 
	

	

	


	Interesting Fact: Write one interesting fact about this institution.
	

	

	




TOTALS:





Why The Categories Above Matter


Majors of Study
Picking an institution that offers the exact major your career requires will make you a more competitive applicant in the job market since your educational background will be an exact match to the role's background. Pro Tip: In this section, include whether the institution offers academic concentrations or areas of specialty that will make you more marketable when applying for roles. 

Acceptance Rate
The best way to maximize your chances of receiving a wide selection of admission offers is to research the institution's acceptance rate. Compare your GPA to that of the average admitted student and choose which institutions deserve your time and dedication when submitting an application. 

Class Size & College Population
Many students thrive in smaller institutions, while others prefer large ones. It is important that you familiarize yourself with the average class size and the institution's overall population to find the best fit for you. 

Tuition Cost
The cost of attendance is important because financial aid is not guaranteed to cover all costs. Any cost not covered by financial aid or scholarships will be your responsibility. Pro Tip: Research the average salary in your field and decide how much debt you can realistically pay back on that salary. 

Cost of Living
The cost of living is also important since tuition costs are separate from rent, food, transportation, and other living necessities. 

Distance From Home (for commuters)
If you prefer to commute to school, make sure the commute is realistic for you and consider the cost of transportation.  

Scholarships
Not all institutions offer the same amount of scholarships. Research what scholarships are available at your top institutions. This is especially important if you expect your financial aid not to cover all costs of attendance/living. 

Graduation Rates
Graduation rates reflect an institution's commitment to student success. Compare the graduation rates of each institution. Pro Tip: Read the reviews of the institutions (you can view the institutions' feedback on Rate My Professor).

Co-curricular Activities
Research shows that students who engage in co-curricular activities are more likely to succeed in their studies and have higher completion rates. Pro Tip: Start your search with clubs and national organizations hosted on your campus. 

Career Services and Alumni:
Higher education is an investment, an investment that you would probably want to see returns on. It is important that you research the career services offered at the institution and explore their alumni network for valuable connections after graduation. 

Interesting Fact
When it is all said and done, sometimes it really comes down to that something extra the institution offers or is known for. Maybe it is a distinguished professor who is world-renowned in your field of study, or the financial backing your academic department receives, such as grants. Considering that extra thing, it could be the deciding factor in choosing an institution. 
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